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Abstract

The Rangsit area was developed in 1888 by the digging of Rangsit Canal by the Company
Khud Khlong Lae Khu Na Siam. The canal which links Chao Praya River and Nakhon Nayok River
was named Rangsit Prayurasak by King Chulalongkorn. Later in 1902 Thanyaburi town was
founded in the Rangsit area. When the Company started to dig the canal, it aimed at creating a new
communication route rather than irrigation for agriculture, as it was a private corporation which received
a government concession. The company was entitled to possess the land along the two sides of the
canal and to sell the land to interested people. The use of digging machine enabled the company to
have access to a huge agricultural land and made a large profit out of it. But negligence to the

irrigational system made the canal shallow and the soil acidic. Consequently, the peasants left the area.

Ecologically, before the land development scheme, Rangsit was a big swamp full of
gramineae, grass, and weeds. Birds, amphibia, reptiles and bigger animals’ could be found easily there.
The schomburgk deer which existed only in Thailand were plentiful. However, fauna and flora were
affected by the arrivals of the new settlers, resulting in the extinction of some specios, especially the
schomburgk deer from 1887 onward. The canal scheme also had an impact on soil conditions. |t
drained out the flood from the swamp and thus made the soil acidic because the phosphorous
component in the soil was oxydized. The government tried to solve the problem by encouraging
farmers to add marl (a kind of lime) in the soil to decrease the acidity. Farmers had their indigenous
way of testing the soil by splitting the juice of the betal nut and line composition on the ground after
the rain. If the soil became dark in colour they had to wait until more rain could wash the acid from

the soil. Then they were able to grow rice.

Dwellers in the Rangsit area had witnessed epidemics like chlorela, small pox and the plagues.
A lot of people died from these epidemics. Those who survived emigrated from the area. Later, the
diseases became less threatening: the plague and small pox even disappeared. Nonetheless, the health
care system in Rangsit was still based on traditional knowledge and traditional healing through religious
fituals. As a result, a large number of people were sick and died. It was not until the introduction of
modern medicine and medical treatment that the mortality and morbidity rates decreased.



The first community to be founded in Rangsit was the conglomerate at the beginning of Canal
7. Thanyabun town was then founded near this conglomerate. The two communities were born due
to their good location. Canal 7 was the first small canal ramified from Rangsit canal and it linked
Rangsit canal with Saen Saeb canal, an old and populated area. It was the route that new peasant
immigrants entered into the Rangsit area and started rice growing. Once the yield was successful, a
rice market and rice mills emerged. New and more diversified occupations were created and the
community was enlarged. However, such small communites were only one part of the vast Rangsit
area. The rest of the land developed into paddy fields with scattered households. Rangsit was thus a
large geographical area where people lived separately. Dwellers were temporary settlers who did not
own the land and did not contact one another. They had no attachment to the land. Most land

owners comprised noblemen or aristocrats who were absentee landlords. Life in Ransit did not appear

to show much social cohesion nor the spirit of togetherness among those who lived there at that time.

Due to the shallow canal and the acidic soil, the peasants decided to leave the land. The
government had to introduce the new imigration scheme Pasak Tai and the building of Bhumibol
Dam and Sirikit Dam which totally changed the flow of water in the Rangsit aiea and solved the
aforementioned problems. Consequently, peasants migrated back and began rice growing again.
During the 1930s, the second generation of peasant settlers built more permanent residences and
settied down here. Small communities were thus founded in Rangsit. Temples were established along
each small canal. Peasants began to possess the land and tried to maintain their land tenure. Evidence
from land possession records indicated that these farmers preferred to mortgage their land to their
relatives or neighbours. However, the lack of land ownership was still a severe problem at that time.

Religious beliefs had played a role in linking people in Rangsit togsther through religious
ceremonies at the temples. Peoples' beliefs varied according to their ethnicity. Most Mon and Thai
ethnics who were the majority of Rangsit dwellers were Buddhists: Malay ethnics were Muslim; the
Chinese and Vietnamese were Chistians. Religious diversity did not bring about any conflicts to the
community. On the other hand, people tended to adapt to each other: some Muslims offered food to
monks. Most temples were founded by villagers who practised their beliefs, and became monks during
the Buddhist lent. Monks originated within the neighbourhood. In some temples, there were primary
schools, monk schools and some vocational training programmes for villagers.



Since 1957, the population in Rangsit has increased significantly, especially in the districts of
Khlong Luang, Lam Lukka, Thanyaburi and Nong Sua, due to the expansion of the industrial
zone and the residential areas especially over the last 15 years. More immigrants moved into Rangsit,
resulting In @ peculiar population structure in which there were more females than males in Khlong
Luang district where factories recruited female labourers. As regards Thanyaburi and Lam Lukka

districts where immigrants were residents of new housing facilities, the gender proportion was more
equally distributed.

The economic dynamism of Rangsit indicated that the area was pre dominantly agricultural.
Rice and orange were major crops, followed by vegetables, fish and cattles. Sections of the agricultural
land have since been transformed into residential areas; other sections remain uncultivated, awaiting
development. The industrial sector is the most important in the province. There were 1169 factories
in 1994, which employed more than 100,000 workers. Half of these factories were small in size.
Industrialization has turned many peasants into small traders, pick-up drivers and factory workers.
Although the immigration rate has been as high as 43.3 per cent; the Rangsit population can own only

small pieces of land. The industrial sector has also created new forms of employment in trading,

housing facilities and transportation. There has been a shortage in infrastructure services, i.e.

telephone, electricity and running water especially in the residential areas. Although Hangsit has been
industrialized; the major land proportion of 617,8900 rai between Klong 14-24 is still used for rice

growing. The ratio of agricultural land is 54.7 percent with 24.8 percent urbanized areas.

The major factors of change in Rangsit are its location, transportation, and prices of land.
Rangsit is located in the northern suburb of Bangkok. It can help absorb the rapid growth of the
metropolis. With its good roads and canals, Rangsit can be reached easily. The price of land is
relatively low compared with those in astral Bangkok and the vicinity. As a result, old communities of
peasants, fruit gardeners, traders and even some recent settlers (slums) have been transformed. New
communities in industrial zones and housing estates have emerged. Also there exist new forms of
community: day-time communities of clients of big shopping malls and night-time communities of pick-

up drivers and lorry convoys from upcountry who arrive in Bangkok in the late evening.

Industrialization and urbanization have impacted Rangsit in such a way that the new-born
community cannot resist to changes and protect itself from the tides of rapid modernization. In the
1990s, many farmers sold their land to real estate developers since the good land prices offered could



make them rich immediately. Biological changes appeared in a negative direction too. In terms of the
physical environment, industrialization in the 1980s brought about water, air and noise pollution; not to
mention waste garbage, especially chemicals which were found to exceed safety levels in some water
resources. Noise near highways reached 80 decibel A, both during the day and at night. The big
quantity of garbage could not be processed. As a result, there remans more than 208 tons of garbage
unprocessed each day. As regards public health, respiratory and gastronomic diseases became the
major problems of patients at the hospitals. Mortality is caused by non-communicable diseases e.g.
heart failure, cancer, accidents and old age. There is a tendency that social and environmental diseases
are on the increase. It is concluded that the process of change in Rangsit has been unplanned and

unprepared for problems arisen from such changes.
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Figure . Region of the delta farming system

N1 Tanabe S. 1994
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Source: 1974-75 Survey; 1978 Survey; 1979 Survey; Royal Thai Army, Series of Topographical
Maps (1: 50,000), surveyed in the 1910s and published in the 1950s.

Figure  Sub-regions of the delta farming system

1 Tanabe S. 1994
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Main season cultivation
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Transplanted rice
Early season cultivation
Transplanted rice
Upland cultivation

I Sugarcane

(] No data

s=te Boundary of the delta
farming region

10 20 30 40 km

Source: Personal communication with the Royal Irrigation Department, 1978

Figure :Area of broadcast-sown and transpla lce i
nted
delta, 1977-78 P rice in the Chao Phraya

nn Tanabe S. 1994
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